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1.- Introduction
The Road Traffic Injuries Research Network with the support of the Global Road Safety
Facility of the World Bank offered four Grants to senior researchers from Low and Middle
Income Countries (LMIC) to support a sabbatical to develop new research on road traffic
injury prevention. Announcements of this project were made during the 9th World
Conference on Injury Prevention and Safety Promotion 2008 in Mexico, and in the April
2008 issue of the Road Traffic Injuries Research Network (RTIRN) newsletter. The call for
applications was also posted on the RTIRN website. Successful applicants for these
fellowship grants were announced in February 2009. Dr. Clotilde Ubeda from Argentina,
Dr. Rafael Consuji from Philippines, Dr. Hamid Soori from Iran and Dr. Ruben Ledesma
from Argentina were the four senior researchers benefited with this program. All four
grant recipients have already finished their sabbaticals.
Part of the work these senior researchers carried on will be published in peer reviewed
national and international journals. This work will provide much needed evidence for
policies that will help to reduce the toll from road traffic injuries in LMIC. Given the high
quality of the work they performed, they also were selected to receive a full scholarship
sponsored by the RTIRN to attend and to present their work at the 10th World
Conference on Injury Prevention and Safety Promotion in London, UK (September 2010).

2.-Specific projects and worked completed
The RTIRN is pleased to present the senior researchers that were benefited with the
generous financial support received through the World Bank Global Road Safety Facility.

2.1.- Dr. Hamid Soori (Iran)
Title of the Project:
Supervisor:
Institution of Sabbatical:

Road Traffic Injuries in Eastern Mediterranean Region
Dr. Margie Peden
Department of Violence and Injury Prevention and Disability.
World Health Organization Headquarter, Geneva,
Switzerland

Dr. Hamid is Professor and Head of the Department of Epidemiology as well as the Director
of the Safety Promotion and Injury Prevention Research Center at the Shahid Beheshti
University of Medical Sciences, Tehran

During his sabbatical period Dr. Soori collaborated with the preparation of
the Regional Global Status Report on Road Safety of the Eastern
Mediterranean Regional Office of the World Health Organization (WHO). In
addition, he wrote a draft report of Iran using the GSRRS data and prepared files on the
leading causes of death in 2004 (the latest GBD data available) for the world and different
WHO regions. This will be published on the website in a new version of the well known
WHO “blue book”. He also updated the WHO “Chart book” using GBD 2004 data (for the
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WHO) and worked on the adaptation of the TEACH-VIP course material for the EMRO
region context.
During his sabbatical Dr. Soori also worked on Childhood Injury
Prevention Programs at the country level as well as writing a
research proposal on “Increasing the Use of Seat Belts in Iran – An
Evaluation Study”.

2.2.- Dr. Cleotilde Ubeda (Argentina)
Title of the Project:
Supervisor:
Institution of Sabbatical:

Argentina Road Traffic Injury Report
Ann Dellinger
Centre for Disease Control, Atlanta, United States

Dr. Cleotilde is researcher at the Instituto Nacional de Epidemiología, and Co director of the
Research Group in “Health Promotion” Universidad Nacional de Mar del Plata.

In her sabbatical, Dr. Ubeda worked on the Argentinean Road Traffic Injuries
(RTI) Report. This document once approved by the participating partners
will be published in the web in two versions English and Spanish. This
Report, besides filling this important information need, it also provides a baseline for the
burden of injuries in the country that will allow further research. This report has also
generated other benefits such as the conjunction of several Argentinean organizations
which actively participated in the compilation of the Report. In addition, it optimized the
acquisition of new methodologies that will improve quality of current information
systems. It has stimulated a development of programs such as Epi-Info, illness recodification standards, ICD9 & ICD10 and redistribution of unspecific codes according
with GBD (Global Burden Disease) group methodology.
It has stressed the advantages of the Epi Info as CDC free software, specific for
epidemiology, wide use in LMIC. This methodology is being transferred to Peru and
Colombia as result of this sabbatical. Furthermore, it has permitted the exchange of
experiences among researchers of different high qualified institutions which in turn have
searched for a methodology suitable to LMIC, where usually present major problems in
information systems. Finally, it has reinforced relationship among researchers working on
information analysis. This is a solid contribution in the search of better proposals to work
out current priority problems.
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2.3.- Dr. Raffael Consunji (Philippines)
Title of the Project:
Supervisor:
Institution of Sabbatical:

Road Traffic Injuries in Immigrant and Migrant worker
populations
Dr. Shanthi Ameratunga
School of Population Health, Faculty of Medical & Health
Sciences at University of Auckland School of Population
Health, New Zealand

Dr. Rafael is Clinical Associate Professor of Surgery, Chief of Division of Surgical Critical
Care, and an Attending Surgeon, at Division of Trauma Department of Surgery, College of
Medicine & Philippine General Hospital; Chairman of the Study Group on Injury
Prevention and Control in National Institutes of Health at University of the Philippines,
Manila.

Through this fellowship grant, Dr. Consunji carried out a systematic review
of published and unpublished data on RTI incidence, risks, risk factors and epidemiology
of RTI's in immigrant and migrant workers populations as well as a retrospective analysis
of the RTI incidence, risk factors and comparative risk of migrant workers, students and
immigrants in New Zealand. He also developed a proposal for a retrospective analysis of
the RTI incidence, risk factors and comparative risk of migrant workers (OFW's) from the
Philippines.
Other work performed during this sabbatical period includes a retrospective review of
motorcycle-related trauma in the Philippines which provided the seminal epidemiology
on motorcycle trauma in the Philippines; a short annotation on the proportionate
mortality burden of child injury deaths in the Philippines; and a multivariate analysis of
the predictors for publication of RTI research presented at the 7th World Conference on
Injury Prevention and Safety Promotion (Safety 2004 Conference.
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2.4.- Dr. Rubén Ledesma (Argentina)
Title of the Project:
Supervisor:
Institution of Sabbatical:

A refined measurement model for the ARDES (Attentionrelated Driving Error Scale)
Dr. Jaime Sanmartín
Institute on Traffic and Road Safety (INTRAS), University of
Valencia, Spain

Dr. Rubén is professor of Social Research Methods in Faculty of Health Sciences as well as
Assistant Professor of Quantitative and Qualitative Methods in Psychological Research,
Faculty of Psychology at National University of Mar Del Plata.

The aim of Dr Ledesma sabbatical project was to provide new evidence of
validity for a novel self-report measure of driving inattention: the Attention-related
Driving Error Scale (ARDES). Various psychometric analyses were performed in order to
improve the measurement qualities of that instrument. The results obtained were
promissory; they allow him to refine the instrument
and to understand better the psychological
mechanisms underlying driving inattention. In addition,
his collaborative work with the INTRAS’s researchers
allowed him to expand the capabilities of the ViSta-CITA
software (Classical Item and Test Analysis with ViSta,
free statistical software for psychometric analysis) and
planned future developments. Now, ViSta-CITA offers
new analysis options, such as tetrachoric correlation
analysis, and provides better user documentation.
Finally during his sabbatical Dr. Rubén elaborated a proposal for a research agreement in
the field of human factor and road traffic injuries. By doing that, the formalization and
continuation of his research cooperation with the INTRAS is expected.

3.- Seniors’ perspective of the importance of this program
Besides all huge benefits that senior researchers have made in the field of RTI prevention,
there were some other benefits of this experience that Senior Researchers themselves
wanted to point out. First of all, it was recognized that there are only few opportunities
offered to finance senior researchers to spend time working with other specialists in the
field. In fact, “no one else is doing so” according to Dr. Consunji’s point of view. He adds
that “no one seems to see the importance of empowering and increasing the capacity of
individuals already working in the field of road safety in LMIC’s by encouraging (you can
even use the term rewarding) their efforts in-country. Most models take young students
out of their home LMIC, train them in a HIC and if they choose to return or are not
recruited into the faculty of the HIC institution, send them back home without any tangible
support but with the expectation to continue to conduct research in much the same
manner of a HIC. Oftentimes these individuals find their way into other, more generously
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funded or rewarding fields or back in a HIC, conducting research in the way they have
been trained”. This highlights the importance of funding researchers already consolidated
at their own institutions to spend valuable time with other specialists without
perpetuating the “brain drain” vicious circle.
It was agreed that the RTIRN should keep up doing this program given that helps
researchers in developing countries to expand their knowledge and experience what
finally translates in the progress of the RTI prevention area. This opportunity of sharing
ideas and meet other colleagues and renowned researchers, as well as interacting with
young doctors, students on the road traffic injury prevention field, was of great
importance both for the academic but also for the personal life. Only with this type of
programs, senior researchers could justify to themselves and their institutions to dedicate
some time only for their research interests. This stimulates researchers to expand their
knowledge and experience. This is important since, in Dr. Ubeda’s words, “all the
advances will be applied in each community with the aim of lowering the trauma illness
burden”. This experience will be very useful for capacity building programs in LMIC
because senior researchers would “deliver their experience to their own country and
distribute it among their colleagues”.
In summary, the consensus was that this experience was both productive and will be
effective for the RTI research agenda:
“I think this grant has really helped me to progress in my research and professional
development. I am deeply grateful to the RTIRN for this great opportunity”
“International network is effective to learn about the state of the art in epidemiology
research, and it is useful to learn about our level of knowledge and new methodologies”

4.- Supervisors’ perspective of the importance of this program
The learning experience resulting from this program goes both ways as stated by one of
the supervisors: “senior researchers have the capacity to suggest new lines of research
and even to offer the collaboration in research at his institute, and create a very important
exchange that also benefits the research center host”. This is particular enrichment
because “it allows the transfer of experiences and knowledge, as well as the comparison
and contrast of what each country is doing”.
Some supervisors highlighted the importance of this kind of programs: “the only way to
advance is not competing but instead collaborating between individuals and
organizations”. In this sense, given that beneficiaries of this Grant were researchers with
experience in the field made them take advantage of the knowledge from the stay in an
effective way and in short periods of time they are capable of absorbing in an efficient
way the experiences of the research center that hosted them.
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The vision of the Road Traffic Injuries Research Network is to reduce the burden of road
traffic injuries, particularly in low- and middle-income countries through the promotion,
conduct and utilization of research.

